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Veterans Group Donates Computers
For Kids in Hurricane Hit Aransas County ISD

Hurricane Harvey hit the Rockport-Fulton area very hard and devastated many areas within the Aransas County
ISD. This small school district was selected to receive assistance from La Societe des Quarante Hommes et Huit
Chevaux, a small veteran organization commonly known as “La Societe” or simply the “Forty & Eight”.

The Grande Voiture du Texas is donating over $5,000 in new Chromebooks to the Aransas County ISD to help replace the dozens
destroyed by Hurricane Harvey. These Chromebooks are used in the classrooms by students and will help eliminate a critical shortage
of this important learning educational tool.

Grand Chef de Gare George Murphy from Killeen, Texas, Madame Presidente de Texas Annemarie Murphy and other VVoyageurs
Militaire will make an official presentation at the Aransas County ISD Administration Building on Thursday, March 22™ at 10 am.

As part of their Child Welfare program the Texas chapter of La Societe, Le Grande Voiture du Texas, was able raise funds from
individual members, several Voiture Locales, within the Grand du Texas, La Grande Cabane de Texas, Cabane 1031 in Killeen, two
legion posts from Austin: American Legion Travis Post 76, American Legion Knebel Post 83 and American Legion Alamo Post 2 in
San Antonio. There was also assistance from outside Texas. The Germany 40 & 8er organization, the Press Association of La
Societe, the Grande Voiture du Ohio, the Grande Voiture du Missouri, the Grande Voiture du California and the Grand Voiture du
Colorado.

On December 7, 2017, the Grande Voiture du Texas donated nearly $1000 in sporting equipment to the Aransas County I1SD.

Grand Directeur Child Welfare David Knutson stated “With so much of their equipment damaged or missing after Hurricane Harvey
we are happy to be able to provide the kids with some of these small but important items.” The Forty & Eight provided scrimmage
vests, flag football belts, dodge balls, bean bag toss, scoop ball and several other items for team sports. (photos attached)

Robin L. Rice, Principal of Live Oak Learning Center responded to the donation stating: ““I can’t adequately express our gratefulness
for whatever the Society of 40 & 8 are able to do for our students. ”

POC: David J. Knutson, Grand Publiciste du Texas
E-Mail: davidknutson@sbcglobal.net
Phone: 512-736-2377

Note: 40 & 8 terminology: Grand Chef de Gare is the State Commander, Grande Voiture is State Headquarters, members are referred
to as VVoyageurs Militaire or “Military Travelers”, Voiture Locale is the local 40 & 8 post and the Grande Cabane is the auxiliary
branch of the organization. For more information go to the Grand du Texas website: www.texasboxcar.org or 40 & 8 National
website at www.fortyandeight.org

World War Il veteran and member of Voiture 1134 from the Coastal Bend Area, Milton Sherwood, will also be in attendance.
Voyageur Sherwood is a very active member of the 40 & 8 and several other organizations in the Corpus Christi area.

OUR 1920 FOUNDERS WERE VETERANS OF W.W.I. FRANCE. During the First World War, French boxcars carried American Doughboys to the front. These wartime
boxcars, which held either 40 men or 8 horses, were emblazoned with a “40/8”; a symbol readily understood by American veterans of that era. Today our
organization’s titles are in French and we meet in symbolic W.W.1. train depots, in grateful homage to the sacrifices of our Doughboy founders and indeed to honor all
Americans who yet serve. -- We are most commonly known as “La Societe” or simply “The Forty & Eight”.

WWW.TEXASBOXCAR.ORG



http://www.texasboxcar./
http://www.fortyandeight.org/clip-art/408-clip-art/8376157
http://www.fortyandeight.org/clip-art/408-clip-art/8376157
mailto:davidknutson@sbcglobal.net
http://www.texasboxcar.org/
http://www.fortyandeight.org/

